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betes in Europe — by, for example,
contacting individual national
health ministers requesting action
at Council level and encouraging
MEPs to sign a Parliamentary
Declaration calling for action by the
European Commission. Once
more, individual nurses can help
influence this process by writing to
MEPs and asking them to consider
European action to reduce the
threat of the diabetes epidemic.
Politicians are sometimes stimu-

lated to action more by the
approach of an individual voter
than by what they may see as an
organised lobby by a pressure
group, however worthy.

Working towards a strategy for
diabetes in Europe needs collabora-
tion between all stakeholders: peo-
ple with diabetes, health care pro-
fessionals, politicians, administra-
tors and the general public.
Diabetes is a shared responsibility:
together we are stronger.
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The European Diabetes Research
Database, a new networking tool

C Brendel*

Scientific and political

background

EURADIA (Alliance for European
Diabetes Research) aims to co-ordi-
nate European diabetes research
and to be active in public advocacy
and political lobbying at the high-
est European level.

In this regard, EURADIA has
already ensured that diabetes
features as a thematic priority
area in the Sixth Framework
Programme (2002-2006) of the
European Commission and will
continue these activities, so that
diabetes keeps a high position
in the Seventh Framework
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Programme
2007-2013).
The aim of the European Union
is to become the leading knowl-
edge-driven economy in the world
by 2010. Cutting edge science
requires wide communication,
collaboration and competition.
EURADIA launched an open-
access European Diabetes Research
Database in 2002 which provides a
platform for improved communica-
tion and the sharing of resources
among diabetes research groups in
geographical Europe and beyond,
including Iceland, Russia and
Israel. This initiative was welcomed
by the diabetes research commu-
nity as well as by FEuropean
Commission representatives. (See
http://www.euradia.org.)

(planned to span

Structure of the database

This database is a non-exhaustive
list of the main European centres,
groups and individuals researching
diabetes or related subjects at both
clinical and basic levels, including
psychological aspects and patient
education. It covers 33 countries
and includes academic institutes as
well as non-academic institutes and
industry. Physicians, nurses or other
health care professionals who have
a research-related activity also
appear in the database and are
strongly encouraged to do so. Since
all the details on each group could
not be included in the database, the
users are invited to visit the home-
pages of the institutes, when avail-
able. Consequently, we urge
researchers to create their own

Copyright © 2005 FEND. Published by John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



K

< Short Report
% " ** The European Diabetes Research Database, a new networking tool

homepage in English (we will assist
if requested).

The database is searchable by
administrative keywords (name of
the head of department, country
and address), and scientific key-
words describing the field of
research of each group (research
subjects, technical expertise, ongo-
ing clinical trials and epidemiologi-
cal studies). The keywords cover
clinical science and care, genetics,
epidemiology, islets, pathophysiol-
ogy, and metabolism, as well as
complications.

A database for whom?

Although this database is intended
for anybody who has an interest in
diabetes research, it was mainly cre-
ated for researchers, health care
professionals and students. It
enables them to find partners for
research collaboration, clinical tri-
als, technology transfers, obtaining
patents in collaboration with indus-
try, or applying for grants, especially
for EU funds that require multina-
tional applications. The database
will also be a powerful instrument
for advertising or searching for posi-
tion vacancies.

Quality of the database

The database was created by con-
tacting members of the European
Association for the Study of
Diabetes (EASD). The next steps
will be to contact members of the
other EURADIA partner organisa-
tions with a view to increasing the
participation of health care profes-
sionals and industry research
groups, and to broadening the
scope of the database.

Purpose and future challenges of
the database

This “‘Who’s Who’ of people and
groups carrying out clinical and
basic research on diabetes should
help researchers and health care
professionals to build working net-
works and stimulate collaboration
between individuals and teams who
might not have established contacts
yet, notably due to geographical
distance. It will also allow political
leaders to obtain an overview on
diabetes research in Europe, to
determine the national strengths
and weaknesses of research in order
to organise technology platforms,
and to develop education or sup-
port regional expertise. It also gives

EU institutions the opportunity to
find experts for audits, grant evalua-
tions, and the preparation of calls
for tenders, as well as to obtain
advice on the structuring, network-
ing and future policies of research.

One of the major future chal-
lenges of EURADIA will be to com-
plete the database with European
clinical trials and epidemiological
studies. This should contribute to
avoiding duplication of efforts, to
making the best of each centre’s
know-how, to developing patient
databases and ultimately to lessen-
ing the burden on volunteers par-
ticipating in the surveys.

Finally, we hope that this
European initiative will pave the way

towards a worldwide diabetes
database and a strengthening
of the interactions between

researchers working on different
areas of diabetes. It is now time for
you to register!

For registration or comments on
the database, please contact the
Scientific Officer of EURADIA or
visit http://www.euradia.org where
a downloadable questionnaire is
available.
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